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come into Chippenham to fight unless they had been terribly pro-
voked. The poor Langley fellows too were beaten black and blue
and fearfully knocked about.
John Hatherell said that old Langley Common was once a great
play place on Sunday, and on Sunday afternoons football and
hockey and other games went on all over the common. The Revd.
Samuel Ashe, then Rector of Langley Burrell, used to come round
quietly under the trees and bide his time till the football came near
him when he would catch up the ball and pierce the bladder with a
pin. But some of the young fellows would be even with the parson
for they would bring a spare bladder, blow it, and soon have the
football flying again.
Wednesday, 5 February
A scanty audience at the lecture but it was a wet, dirty night. I
spoke of heroism and self-sacrifice instanced by the stories of Tom
Flynn of Virginia, Jim Bludso the engineer of the Mississippi steam
boat, the Birkenhead and the drunken private of the Bufis.
Friday, 7 February
Coal still rising. ^2.11. a ton in London now. We are burning
coke with wood and find it answers very well. The poor people
are very badly off for coal. Hie coal famine is becoming most
serious. And the colliers' strike in South Wales seems to have
entered upon a desperately bitter and obstinate struggle with the
masters, a struggle to be fought out now to the death and till one
party or the other is utterly exhausted. Meanwhile innocent men,
non-unionists, and women and children are dying of cold and
hunger.
Monday, 10 February
My Mother says that at Dursley in Gloucestershire, when kdies
and gentlemen used to go out to dinner together on dark nights,
the gentlemen pulled out the tails of their shirts and walked before
to show the way and light the kdies. These were called 'Dursley
Lanterns'.
Tuesday, n February
A letter from Mr. Venables fiom Clyro asking me if my Father
could spare me to come to Clyro and take charge of the Parish from
March 3rd to March 22nd as Irvine leaves at the end of February
and he himself wants to be in London during part of March. I

